Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Sermon:            “The Promise of the Lord’s Coming”     

Dedication of Offering 

*Hymn -         “The Advent of Our God”                  Page 120 

*Benediction  

*Silent Meditation  

*Greeting:                                   

                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”  
*Extinguishing of candles

*Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today, December 10, 2023, the Second Sunday of Advent!  Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Donna Novinger in loving memory of her mother Nancy Feidt.
GREETERS: Dec. 10th & 17th - Gary Fetterhoff, Chris & Pam Herb & Family; Dec. 24th & 31st - Marie & Chris Herb, 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: Dec. 3rd thru 31st - Diane Shaffer; Jan. 7th thru 28, 2024 - Sue Faust.
LAY READERS: Dec. 10 - Donna Novinger; Dec. 17 - Bridget Campbell; Dec. 24 - Sue Faust; Dec. 31 - Gerry Wiest.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Dec. 10th - Ed Dobbin; Dec. 17th & 24th - Sharon Fetterhoff.  If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We are on Season Three of “The Chosen” we discuss Lesson 4 on Dec. 10th. Please join us. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Dec. 10th - Marie Herb & Pastor Kris; Dec. 17th - Sue Faust & Pastor Kris; Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Rehearsal; Dec. 31st - Sue Faust & Donna Novinger. We welcome and encourage all Children to come to Sunday School!      Come and join the fun!              
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December 10, 2023

Second Sunday of Advent
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

     Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Alan Snyder
December 10, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Second Sunday of Advent
    (*Please stand as you are able)

       Lighting of Candles 
      Prelude   
Announcements                                                                                                                 Diane Shaffer  
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Diane Shaffer               

L:  While you are waiting for the coming of Christmas what are you doing?
P:  We have come to worship our God that we might be better prepared for Christ’s coming.
L:   While you are waiting, strive to be at peace.
P:  The peace of God which passes all understanding is what we seek.
  L: Come, let us worship together The Prince of Peace our King.
Lighting of Advent Wreath -    Scott & Theresa Miller & Family 
      *Hymn -   “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”             Page 124
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, we wait for a new heaven and a new earth where righteousness will reign, but we confess we have not been leading lives of holiness and godliness. We know your Son came into the world to show us the way, but while we sing “Joy to the world, the Lord is come,” we have failed to be faithful disciples. Forgive us, we pray, and through your Holy Spirit enable us to so live that we might help your kingdom to come, and your will to be done here on earth. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 85:1-2; 8-13 (Responsive)                                  
  L: You, Lord, showed favor to your land; your restored the fortunes of Jacob.
P: You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins.
L I will listen to what God the Lord says; he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants--but let them not turn to folly.
P: Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.
L Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.
P: Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven.
L: The Lord will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest.
P:  Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

  We believe in one God, the eternal Father, manifest in Jesus Christ, our Lord, and abiding and working in the heart of God’s people as the Holy Spirit. We believe in the redemption of our race by Jesus Christ, who is the Savior of all who believe in him unto obedience. We believe we are called to live a life of Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Forgiveness, Faithfulness, Humility and Sacrifice. We believe in the kingdom of God, established by Jesus Christ, which shall prevail over all the earth in righteousness, love, and peace.
Hymn -       “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear ”              Page  128
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture:          2 Peter 3:8-15a (Pg. 323 NT. Pew Bible)   

                                     Donna Novinger, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
                                    CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec. 10 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal,       Confirmation Class meets after Worship service.
Dec. 11 -  7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

                7:00PM - Dartball Lykens U. Methodist at Valleys 

                  (setup at 6:00PM in social hall - No Zumba)
Dec. 12- 5:15-6:30PM - Community Meal

Dec. 16 - Toys for Tots toy distribution

Dec. 17 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
                  Confirmation Class meets after Worship Service

Dec. 18 - 7:00PM - Dartball - Valleys at Messiah Lutheran

Dec. 20 - 10:00 AM - Senior Center Bingo, 11:30AM - Lunch at cost 

                  12:00 Noon to 3:00 PM - Card Party  

Dec. 24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00PM - Christmas Eve Rehearsal 

                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online- Organist
                 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Communion/Candlelight
                Service - Organist

Dec. 25 - A Blessed and Merry Christmas!  (Church offices closed)
Dec. 30 -  3:30-8:00PM - Social Hall reserved - a family Christmas  gathering
Dec. 31 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal,       
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open on Wednesdays from 10:00AM to 12:00 PM.  (3rd Wednesday is Card party from Noon to 3:00PM.
NO DEACONS, ELDERS OR COUNCIL MEETING IN DECEMBER.

ANGEL TREE CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN: All gifts wrapped and with the gift tag by Sunday, December 10th to Valleys. 

                 PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, & cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Mary & Ken Zeigler; *Greg Gelnett, (broken ankle); *Jack Geyer; Gary Geyer; Natalie Shaner (Craig/Carole Fetterhoff’s 8 yr-old-niece); Gail Shertzer; Scott Hebert, (Harrisburg Hosp. Karen’s husband); Hannah Klinger; Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Jody Russell, (Ed Dobbin’s friend);  Chad Kitchen; Ray Aubil, (Bridget Campbell-Lisa Etzweiler’s coworker); Carol Brown, (Norine Goss’ sister-in-law); Frank Kitchen; Steve Long; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Jerry Sturm;  Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Nancy McElrath; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father);   John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine; Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew);  Kevin Conrad;  Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary Miller’s neighbor); Nicole Carron (Carol Fetterhoff’s Friend); Sheila Bentz; Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); Ashleigh Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s Niece); Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Gary Wallace, (Shirley Miller’s brother-in-law); Mike Lesher
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo; Vickie Shoffler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
DARTBALL - All Games begin at 7:00PM 

(Set up for home games is 6:00PM for home games.)
      Dec. 11th - Lykens United Methodist Church is at Valleys
      Dec. 18th - Valleys is at Messiah Lutheran Church

 Christmas Break- No games Dec. 25, Jan. 1, or Jan. 8; Games resume on  Jan. 15, 2024 with Valleys at St. John’s Lutheran.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday December 12th, Eat at church only between 5:15-6:30PM. Menu: Ham loaf, Scalloped potatoes, salad, fruit salad, Dessert.  You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by calling the church 717-896-3118 by Dec. 11th. 

ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 
G.S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM;  Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM;  Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
TOYS 4 TOTS is using the social hall thru Saturday December 16th to gather, sort and distribute toys to families in the area.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process. (Pastoral Search Committee meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays and at other times as needed.)
PLEASE NOTE: Please address correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all future correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!

                UPCOMING EVENTS AT VALLEYS:

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th at 7:00PM. We plan to have a pageantry with shepherds, angels, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, and wisemen along with special music, lessons and carols. Please plan to join us on this special night as we remember the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus.
Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Elders, Deacons, Mission Committee, Please give the reports to the church secretary by Monday, January 1, 2022 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun., January 21, 2024.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024 followed by Congregational Meal, more details in December bulletins and newsletter.
COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be on Wednesday, January 24, 2024. INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024 during worship service.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
CHRISTMAS CARDS: The Christmas Card box is in the narthex until Sunday, Dec. 17th! Please bring cards in for members and friends who are attending church at this time. You may also send one card to The Valleys Congregation if you prefer which will be displayed on the bulletin board. Please send cards directly to our shut-ins. If you wish to convey Christmas greetings to members of our congregation who are not coming to in-person church at this time, please send them a card or give them a phone call. There will be a list on the bulletin board of members/friends who are not attending at this time and also shut-ins.

              SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY     ***************************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for December 10, 2023

Invocation:  

God our Father, we have come in from the world where a thousand things are being glorified and confuse everyone.  Now we find ourselves in the presence of Your mystery and it is You alone who deserves praise and the bending of our wills and desires.  Let this hour of worship reinforce our dependence upon Your love, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.
Scripture:  2 Peter 3:8-15

Sermon:  “The Promise of the Lord’s Coming”

This is the second Sunday of the Season of Advent and Christmas is coming soon.  It’s only 14 days until Christmas.

When I was young my family would get together with my aunt and uncle and cousins to celebrate Christmas Eve.  We would alternate years of hosting the party.  I remember when we hosted the party I would wait and wait and my constant question was – “Are they going to be here soon?”  I remember when they hosted the party we would have to travel a short distance across town, but the drive seemed like eternity.  The anticipation was just so great.  After all, I had waited a whole year for this.  I would sit in the back of the car with the constant question on my lips, “Are we there yet?  Are we soon there?”  I remember counting the stars in the sky trying to make that trip go faster.  Eventually our drive would be over and the celebration would begin.

The message on the lips of Christians at the end of the first century was, “Are we there yet?” Jesus had told them, “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away” (Matthew 24:34-35). But by the end of the first century, that generation was passing away and the new heaven and new earth had not yet come. “Are we there yet?” must have been a constant refrain for Christians living a generation after Jesus. “When are the new heaven and new earth coming?” This is what we want to know, and we have been waiting for 2000 years.


The Apostle Peter worried that people might fall away from the faith if they had to wait too long. He had to tell them something that would encourage Christians to wait patiently until Christ returns. And so he wrote a letter.


Peter wanted Christians to root their faith in the stories of Jesus Christ spoken by the apostles and in the Hebrew scriptures.  According to Peter, the two things we have that will sustain us until Jesus comes again are the apostolic eyewitness stories of Jesus, in our New Testament, and the inspired prophets in our Old Testament. The Bible is what sustains us while we wait for Jesus to return.


So what does the Bible say about all this time that has passed since Jesus? Why have we been waiting so long? According to Moses in Psalm 90 it says, “Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 3 You turn people back to dust, saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.” 4 A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.”
The 2000 years we have been waiting for Jesus to return is like just a couple of days in heaven. Time is different with God. Peter writes in verse 8, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord, a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.”


Time, with God, is quite different from our time. That means we need to be patient. Jesus will return with a new heaven and a new earth, but we don’t know when. So we wait. And in our waiting, we are sustained by scripture. The church was established to maintain the scripture faithfully and proclaim it generation after generation until Christ returns.


But why is God waiting so long? There must be some explanation. Well actually the answer is found right here in verse 9 of 2 Peter.  It says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”


The Lord is patient with us?  I thought we were being patient with God who was taking so long. But Peter said that God is waiting for us.  What does God want us to do?  Well, according to Peter, God’s wants everyone to come to repentance before Jesus returns because our loving God wants no one to perish.  God wants everyone to receive the promise of eternal life. And that means everyone has to repent, everyone has to turn away from sin and turn toward faith in Jesus Christ. In other words, God is waiting for us to bring everyone in the world to faith. That is our mission.


According to the Apostle, when the new heaven and new earth come, all sin will be purged away in a refiner’s fire.  Verse 10 says, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.”


No one will be able to hide their sin anymore. Sin will be exposed for all to see. All sin will be burned off, purged in the coming recreation of heaven and earth. And anyone still clutching their sin will go with it. This is not what God wants at all. God wants no one to perish when heaven and earth are recreated. God wants everyone to repent and live in righteousness.


So what do we have to do?  We have to bring the good news of the grace of God in Jesus Christ to everyone in the world.  That is our mission until He returns.  Pretty big job!  Isn’t it?  We can’t do it alone.  But we can do it together.

Think of this – Jesus didn’t call one disciple, He called 12 disciples and when He sent them out, He sent them out two by two.  From that 12 the Christian community grew beyond our human imaging by working together.  And today the Christian faith continues to spread around our world.  Christians continue to reach out in love sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the peace that comes from repentance and forgiveness of sins.  We are the church and yes our work is cut out for us, but with the power of the Holy Spirit we can do it together along side of Christian Churches throughout the world.

So here we are on the journey and some may be getting a little impatient and wondering “Are we there yet” or “Are we soon going to be there?”  But Jesus says, “Don’t worry about the when and the where, just be the church, just be my witnesses in the world.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Merciful God, it is beyond our knowledge and understanding to put into words the wonders of Your coming to be among us, and all that it revealed to us and continues to be revealed to us.  We praise you for the birth of your Son, a light that is still shining and showing your glory to us.  Accept our worship that comes from hearts filled with awe and wonder.

We thank You, Lord God, for creating the world and for sending Your Son to redeem it.  We thank You that He became human for our sakes, died on a cross and was raised by Your power.  We thank You that He is exalted in glory yet remains always with us through the power of Your Holy Spirit.  We thank You for all who helped prepare the way for Your Son, and for all who have walked the way of our Savior, and all who have made Jesus known to us this day.  In gratefulness we dedicate ourselves to following in His way, however hard it may be.  May we, Your church, seek to prepare the way for You to come into the lives of others.  Help us to make this church a place of learning to lead each other deeper in the knowledge of Your grace.  Help us to make this congregation a place of healing where the anxious and depressed, the sick and the bereaved, and those who don’t recognize their own worth, may find acceptance and love so that through us they will see Your glory and know that they are Your beloved children.  You are here among us, Lord.  Comfort and heal Your people so that all may know the wholeness of spirit that You desire for us.  Be with those today who we name___________________.  Be also with us in our celebrations, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, and this special celebration of Your Son’s birth.  Lord, hear our prayers in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.
Benediction:

Go in peace, for the one who came to earth to rescue you will lead you through all of life.  And the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you always.  Amen.
